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the departmental chiefs, reside through the summer months
at Simla in the Himalayas. The current business of all the
executive branches is there despatched, and also some part of
the legislative business. The law empowers the Governor-
General to summon his legislative Council to any place in
British India; legally therefore the Legislature may sit at Simla.
In practice, however, at its sittings there the Council takes up
only such bills or projects of law as affect the interior of the
country, or some special interests of the Natives. But it reserves
for its sittings at Calcutta those bills which concern the whole
empire, and in respect to which the contact with independent
English opinion is desirable. Simla was chosen for the summer
residence because it was by fax the largest of the many English
settlements in the Indian mountains, whether the Himalayas,
the Nilgiris or others. It was the only hill station which could
furnish house accommodation for so large an influx of residents
and visitors. It was easily accessible by rail and road, even, in
the height of the rainy season. It also had the most command-
ing situation, politically, in the whole Himalayan region, over-
looking the North-western Provinces, close to the Panjab
proper, comparatively within reach of the Indus -frontier, yet
not in too great proximity to points which might be threatened
with danger. The Government of India, while sojourning in the
mountains, should be near enough to positions of political import-
ance, in order to feel the pulse of the empire, without being
exposed to actual risk, as the spectacle of the supreme authority
being surrounded with danger has a bad effect on the public
mind. Simla alone fulfilled all these essential conditions, while
some hill stations would have been too small, some too near to
troublous localities, others, again, too remote. Succeeding
Governors-General have tried to find, but have never succeeded
in finding, better situations than Simla, either at Eanikhet
near Almora in the Himalayas, at Utacamand in the Nilgiris,
or elsewhere; and experience has fully ratified the choice made
by John Lawrence respecting Ms summer residence.

The .establishment of the Government at Simla as a summer
resort seemed at first to   be  unpopular, or at least to be
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